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The Honorees - Past and Present

Florida Blue Foundation is committed to its
mission - help the people and communities
of Florida achieve better health - through
strategic grant making to nonprofits that
provide services to all 67 Florida counties.
The Sapphire Awards embody our desire to recognize and
award excellence and innovation among organizations,
programs and individuals that have made a significant, positive
impact on health-related outcomes for Florida's at-risk people
and communities.
The Sapphire Awards honor outstanding individuals, programs
and nonprofit organizations in community health care, or
health care related fields, whose work is distinguished by
leadership, innovation and achievements in community health.
The 2016 Sapphire Awards Honorees all embody thoughtful,
creative and innovative leadership. They are committed to
using all resources possible to create improvements in the
daily lives of the people of Florida who are underserved in
health care. Their accomplishments and unselfish dedication
to improving health care services and best practices for the
people of Florida are laudable.
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Runner-Up

Monique Burr Foundation for Children
MBF Child Safety Matters™
Jacksonville, Duval County
MBF Child Safety Matters™ is a
comprehensive, research-based, primary
prevention program designed to educate
and empower students, parents and school
personnel to prevent bullying, cyberbullying,
digital abuse and all types of child abuse
based on polyvictimization research and
industry best practices. The program is
approved in 56 of the 67 counties in Florida, and the schools that implement
the program meet or exceed State Statutes requiring them to provide child
safety education. During the 2014-2015 school year, over 418,000 Florida
elementary school students received services, plus parents/guardians, school
staff and community members. Over 1,300 school counselors have been
trained and over two million elementary school children, parents/guardians,
educators and community members have benefited since its launch.

Runner-Up

Nova Southeastern University
Smiles Across Miami
Miami-Dade County
Smiles Across Miami brings oral health
services (education, diagnostic, preventive
and treatment) to underserved and primarily
uninsured school children in Miami-Dade
County through two programs: Schools Oral
Health Services and HealthConnect in our
Schools. The goal is to identify oral diseases
early and improve access to vitally needed oral
health care for Miami-Dade school children most at risk and their families, thereby
reducing health disparities and improving health and social equity. NSU-CDM
faculty, residents, students and staff provide services to approximately 145 schools
and 35,000 children. During the 2014-2015 program year, noted improvements
and achievements included: 5,366 sealants placed in 857 children; none of the
children required emergency dental treatment; 18 percent reduction in restorative
treatment need; 41 percent reduction in the number of extractions performed;
72 percent of the children did not require any additional treatment beyond
preventive care; and 214 medical staff trained.
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Winner

Florida Hospital - Bithlo Transformation Effort

Dental Care Access Program
Bithlo, Orange County

The Dental Care Access Program
provides free, high quality,
preventative, restorative and/or
emergency-based dental care and
education to the poor, uninsured
residents of Bithlo. Services are
provided through mobile dental
clinic visits with licensed volunteer
dentists and hygienists, and free
preventative dental services and
oral hygiene instruction to children
in their schools - elementary
through high school - including
toothbrushes, toothpaste,
dental floss, topical fluoride and
nutritional/tobacco counseling.
Volunteer licensed dentists and
hygienists, and local dental school
students, provide services on
weekends through two mobile
dental units in Bithlo. Patients
requiring anesthesia, x-rays and
more extensive restorative work
are sent to partnering dental clinic
offices to complete their care for
free. American Dental Association
evidence-based practices and
standards of care are followed,
along with OSHA and HIPPA
guidelines.

Since its inception, the program
has served 3,613 individuals, and
provided a total of 2,722 children
with oral hygiene education, more
than 1,600 fluoride treatments,
completed 917 tooth extractions,
and over 926 clinic visits. The value
of donated services and materials is
nearly $2 million.

Between July 2014 and June
2015, a total of 301 unduplicated
children and adults received
dental care at the mobile clinics,
most requiring multiple visits; and
2,400 elementary, middle and
high school students received
preventative dental care and oral
hygiene instruction at schools.
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Winner

University of Miami Pediatric Mobile Clinic

Miami-Dade County
The Pediatric Mobile Clinic,
established in 1992, provides access
to year-round, comprehensive, quality
medical and mental health care,
social service assistance, and case
management services, regardless
of ability to pay, to underserved
children and families in Miami-Dade
County; promotes health education
and healthy living in the communities
served; and trains future health
care providers for careers that will
reduce health care disparities. The
telemedicine program provides
remote consultations with physician
faculty specialists in dermatology,
cardiology, endocrinology, nutrition
and hematology. Internet connectivity
allows for the use of electronic
medical records to facilitate improved
quality of care, reduced medical
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errors, tracking of health trends,
outcomes and reporting methods.
Deliverables and outcomes for
calendar year 2015 include: 3,200
clinical encounters, including 200
telemedicine encounters; 2,000 hours
of training for students, residents,
interns and fellows; 3,000 vaccinations
and tuberculosis screenings as
prescribed by health department
mandate; over 900 encounters by
the psychologist and mental health
counselor to identify and manage
issues such as attention-deficit
hyperactivity disorder, self-esteem
and behavioral problems, and family
violence; and social services to nearly
1,000 children that include case
management, subspecialty referrals,
food bank referrals, and toy and
clothing donations.

Runner-Up
St. Lucie County Health Access Network
Fort Pierce, St. Lucie County
HANDS of St. Lucie County, a
Volunteers in Medicine affiliate,
provides primary health care services
and access to a continuum of health
care to qualified, low-income,
uninsured, adult residents of St. Lucie
County. Services provided include
primary medical care, adult dental
clinic, vision care, mental health
assistance, patient prescription
program and health education on
diabetes management and nutrition, smoking cessation and chronic disease
self-management. HA NDS also provides dental checks and screenings
through its pediatric dental program. It collaborates with more than 60 partner
physicians, hospitals and other health care providers to serve the health care
needs of 3,500 patients and on-site dental care provided by local, practicing
dentists for 2,244 dental patients. Estimated value of donated services is more
than $9. 8 million per year.

Runner-Up
Osceola County Council on Aging
Kissimmee, Osceola County
It is the mission of the Osceola County
Council on Aging to administer
programs and services that enable
independence and self-sufficiency
for seniors, disabled adults, the
disadvantaged and families in
poverty in Osceola County, Florida.
In 2014, the Council assisted 164,952
senior citizens, disabled adults and
disadvantaged families and individuals
through the following services:
OCOA Health Clinic, Wellness Programs, Adult Day Health Care, Health &
Wealth Initiative, In-Home Services, Respite, Building Strong Families, Case
Management, Emergency Assistance, Guardianship, Home Rehabilitation,
Housing, Osceola Financial Pathways, Asset Building, Center for All
Generations, Transportation, Weatherization Assistance, and Nutrition Services.
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Winner

Florida Perinatal Quality Collaborative
Tampa, Hillsborough County
Florida Perinatal Quality Collaborative's
mission is to advance health care
quality and patient safety for all of
Florida's mothers and babies through
collective quality improvement efforts
with state and hospital partners. This
collaborative approach monitors and
assesses state and hospital health
care quality indicators, develops and
implements joint quality improvement
initiatives, advances data-driven
evidence-based clinical practices,
and promotes provider and patient
education and training. FPQC
partners include perinatal health
related practitioners from a variety of
professions and specialties, statewide
agencies/organizations, advocacy
groups, educators, policymakers,
hospitals, payers and involved
families. The vision is that all of
Florida's mothers and babies will have
the best health outcomes possible
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through receipt of high quality
evidence-based perinatal care.
The collaborative efforts of FPQC
to reduce early elective deliveries
have touched every maternity
hospital in Florida and resulted in
fewer babies born with adverse
outcomes. The neonatal infections
project is estimated to have saved
$8 million. The obstetric hemorrhage
and neonatal resuscitation quality
improvement projects showed
outstanding results in improving
health care processes that prevent
maternal and infant morbidity and
mortality. FPQC mobilizes perinatal
organizations that are dedicated to
improving health care quality and
patient safety, and serves as the state
leader in fostering positive health
outcomes for Florida's mothers,
infants and families.

-

Honorable Mention

Bakari F. Burns, MPH, MBA

President and Chief Executive Officer
Health Care Center for the Homeless
(dba Orange Blossom Family Health)
Orlando, Orange County
Bakari F. Burns has made his life mission to ensure that
affordable quality health care is available to all members of the
community. Under his leadership, the Health Center has experienced significant
growth from a $1. 9 million operation in 2003 to nearly $8 million in 2015,
caring for over 14,000 unduplicated patients annually. He effectively mobilizes
individuals, resources and organizations to improve access and the quality of care
provided to homeless and medically indigent members of the community.
Honorable Mention

Aggie A. Pappas, MSW

Executive Director
PACE Center for Girls Broward County

Wilton Manors, Broward County
For over 30 years, Aggie Pappas has dedicated her career
to providing quality mental health and case management
services to socioeconomically disadvantaged and
underserved populations -- from her early career as a social
worker at The Salvation Army serving homeless individuals, to serving homeless,
runaway, foster care, and at-risk youth at Covenant House and PACE Center for
Girls Broward. She is dedicated to improving the quality of life for underserved
and disadvantaged girls in Broward County and throughout the United States.
1-!onorable Mention

Bret A. Smith, CEHP, MBA

Environmental Administrator

Florida Department of Health in Osceola County
Kissimmee, Osceola County
Bret Smith has worked as a public health servant for over
20 years and is a leader in addressing the environmental
issues that contribute to poor health. Because of the work he
initiated and the partnerships he cultivated, improvements,
totaling over $4 million, have been realized to help improve
the health and quality of life for very low-income residents in an impoverished
community affected by crime and a polluting business.
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Individual Honorees
Runner-Up

Douglas M. Kent, MPH

Administrator, Florida Department of Health in Bay County
Panama City, Bay County
Douglas Kent's distinguishing achievements during
his 40 years of public health service encompass
many impactful and innovative programs across
two Florida counties. His vast experience, success,
vision and diligence have all certainly been ongoing
assets; however, equally remarkable is his ability to
bring community leaders and partnerships together
to join his vision and mission in improving public
health issues. His leadership and collaborative efforts
accomplished major projects, acquired funding
sources, fulfilled facility needs, and developed
impactful public health programs. His vision of 100
percent access and 0 percent disparities in health care
is exemplified in his efforts.

•
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Runner-Up

Jasmin D. Shirley, MSPH

Senior Vice President, Community Health Services, Broward Health

Fort Lauderdale, Broward County
Jasmin Shirley's achievements span 32 years of
dedication to the most vulnerable and forgotten who
are most in need. Shirley currently oversees Broward
Health's Community Health Services (CHS) division,
inclusive of 10 primary care centers, a Federally
Qualified Health Center for the Homeless, a home
health and hospice agency, and urgent care center.
She is known for her early and continuous work in HIV/
AIDS and for her dedication, passion and never give
up attitude in providing quality health care to the most
vulnerable. She is active in the community, serving in
leadership roles for numerous organizations that work
to improve health care in the community.
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Winner
Richard C. Christensen, MD
Former Director, Behavioral Health Services
I.M. Sulzbacher Center for the Homeless
Jacksonville, Duval County

�I

Coming to the I. M. Sulzbacher Center for
the Homeless in 2000, Christensen was
instrumental in founding the behavioral health
program at the Center and single-handedly
changed North Florida's approach to providing
behavioral health services to those experiencing
homelessness. Initially by himself, and later
leading a behavioral health team of four
professionals, he conducted 41,500 patient
sessions, not including those treated during
his twice-weekly street psychiatry sessions. In
2014, Christensen and the behavioral health
team treated 387 patients during 1,952 patient
visits. Over the length of his tenure in his role as
Medical Student Clerkship Director at University
of Florida Psychiatry Department (Jacksonville
Division), approximately 400 students have
studied under him at the Sulzbacher Center.
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Christensen was one of the first
psychiatrists in the state to focus on
serving the homeless population,
including hands-on outreach, working
with the homeless wherever they
live. Recognizing the effectiveness of
peer-to-peer counseling, he began
a program where current residents

years of age and older. The program
incorporates a multidisciplinary team
approach that includes psychiatric
assessment, pharmacologic
management, individual wellness
recovery planning, and continuity
of care within evidence-based
principles of geriatric medicine.

Christensen was one of the first psychiatrists in the state to
focus on serving the homeless population, including hands-on
outreach, working with the homeless wherever they live.
and those formerly homeless are
trained to counsel their peers who
have mental health and substance
abuse issues. To address the
increasing number of geriatric
patients experiencing homelessness,
he initiated a program to provide
age-appropriate behavioral health
services to homeless persons 55
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While on a two-week mission trip in
Zambia for a Habitat for Humanity
International Global Village build with
his wife Kathy, Christensen tragically
lost his life to a hit-and-run driver on
Thanksgiving Day 2015. His legacy
will live on in his ground-breaking
work and the indelible impact on the
many lives he touched.

SAPPHIRE
AWARDS

2015

2014

Sapphire Awards
Honorees

Sapphire Awards
Honorees

Individual Category
Winner
Moody Chisholm, MBA, Former
President and CEO, St. Vincent's
HealthCare; Jacksonville ($25,000)

Individual Category
Winner ($50,000)
Paul R. Ahr, PhD, MPA, President
and Chief Executive Officer,
Camillus House; Miami-Dade

Margarita Romo, Founder and
Executive Director, Farmworkers
Self-Help; Dade City ($50,000)

Honorable Mention
($25.000 each)
Estrellita "Lo" Berry, MA,
President and Chief Executive
Officer, REACHUP, Inc.; Tampa

Program Category
Winner ($100.000)
Pesticide Safety and
Environmental Health Program,
Farmworker Association of
Florida; Apopka
Organization Category
Winner ($100.000)
Florida Department of Health in
Indian River County; Vero Beach
Honorable Mention ($50,000)
Miami Lighthouse for the Blind
and Visually Impaired; Miami

Susan Widmayer, PhD, Founder
and Former Executive Director,
Children's Diagnostic & Treatment
Center;
Fort Lauderdale
Program Category
Winner ($60,000)
Green Family Foundation
NeighborhoodHELP™
(Health Education Learning
Program) at Florida International
University Herbert Wertheim
College of Medicine; Miami-Dade
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Organization Category
Winner ($100,000)

Big Bend Cares; Tallahassee
Chapman Partnership;
Miami-Dade

Community Smiles;
Miami-Dade County

2013

Womankind; Key West

Sapphire Awards
Honorees

Individual Category
Winner ($30,000)

Nancy Sisson Hardt, MD, Director,
Health Disparities and Service
Learning Programs; and Professor
of Pathology and Obstetrics and
Gynecology, College of Medicine,
University of Florida; Gainesville

Program Category
Winner ($100,000)

,1

Organization Category
Winner ($100,000)

St. Vincent's HealthCare Mobile
Health Outreach Ministry;
Jacksonville

Honorable Mention ($50,000)

2012

Sapphire Awards
Honorees

Individual Category
Winner ($30,000)

Charles S. Mahan, MD, Dean and
Professor Emeritus, University of
South Florida, College of Public
Health, The Lawton and Rhea
Chiles Center for Healthy Mothers
and Babies; Tampa

Honorable Mention
($10.000 each)

Josephine Mercado, Founder
and Executive Director, Hispanic
Health Initiatives, Inc.; Orlando

Richard C. Moss, Administrative
Volunteer, Citrus County Family
Resource Center; Hernando

Program Category
Winner ($100,000)

Award of Distinction
($75,000 each)

Hospital for Children, T he Howard

Orlando

Phillips Center for Children and

Tykes and Teens; Martin County

Teen Xpress, Arnold Palmer

Families; Orlando

Hebni Nutrition Consultants, Inc.;

Honorable Mention ($30,000)

Honorable Mention
($50,000 each)

Priceless Council; Jacksonville

Jacksonville

Organization Category
Winner ($100,000)

Okaloosa AIDS Support and

Cared Vision Program, Vision is

Primary Care Access Network;

Orange County

Honorable Mention

Life Management Center of

DLC Nurse and Learn;

Informational Services (OASIS);
Fort Walton Beach

2009

Northwest Florida; Panama City

($30,000)

Sapphire Awards
Honorees

PACE Center for Girls; Statewide

Winner ($100,000 each)

($50,000)

2010-2011

Sapphire Awards
Honorees

Winner ($120,000)

Susan B. Anthony Recovery
Center; Broward County

Ann Storck Center; Fort

Lauderdale
T he Education Fund; North Miami

Award of Distinction ($75,000)

Comprehensive AIDS Program of
Palm Beach County; Palm Springs

Honorable Mention
($25,000 each)

Capital Medical Society

Ii
Foundation, We Care Dental
Network; Tallahassee
Children's Volunteer Health

Capital Medical Society
Foundation, We Care Network;
Tallahassee

Network; Santa Rosa Beach

Honorable Mention ($25,000)

Hispanic Health Initiatives;

Charlotte Behavioral Health

Casselberry
Sulzbacher Center for the
Homeless, Beaches Community
Healthcare; Jacksonville Beach

2008

Sapphire Awards
Honorees

Winner ($100,000 each)
All 'Bout Children, Inc., Building
Wellness, Resilience and
School Readiness: A Preschool
Preventative Intervention; West
Palm Beach
Memorial Foundation, Inc.,
Health Intervention with Targeted
Services (HIT S) Program;

Care, Healthy Families, Charlotte
County; Punta Gorda

2007

Sapphire Awards
Honorees

Winner ($100.000)
Shands Vista PALS (Partners in
Adolescent Lifestyle Support)
Program; Alachua County
Award of Distinction
($75.000 each)
Epilepsy Foundation of Florida,
Inc.; Miami
HUG- Me, a program at the
Howard Phillips Center for
Children and Families; Orlando

Hollywood

Lakeland Volunteers In Medicine;

Award of Distinction

Lakeland

($75,000 each)

Honorable Mention ($25,000)

BayCares, Inc.; Panama City

Big Bend Cares, Inc.; Tallahassee

2006

Sapphire Awards
Honorees

2005

Sapphire Awards
Honorees

Winner ($100.000 each)

Winner ($100,000 each)

Alachua County Organization
for Rural Needs (ACORN Clinic);
Brooker

Camillus Health Concern; Miami

Kristi House; Miami

T he Rubin Center for Healthy
Aging at Senior Friendship
Centers; Sarasota

T he Bridge of Northeast Florida;
Jacksonville

Crisis Center of Tampa Bay;
Tampa

Honorable Mention ($25,000)

Honorable Mention

Neighborhood Health Clinic;
Naples

($15,000 each)

Finalist ($5,000)

Henderson Mental Health Center
Cottages in the Pines COURT
Project; Fort Lauderdale

BayCares, Inc.; Panama City
Broward Children's Center, Inc.;
Pompano Beach
The Lawton and Rhea Chiles
Center for Healthy Mothers and
Babies at the College of Public
Health, University of South
Florida; Tampa
Wayside House; Delray Beach
Finalist ($5,000 each)

Epilepsy Foundation of South
Florida; Miami
Neighborhood Health Clinic;
Naples
WE CARE; Jacksonville

About the Sapphire Awards Trophy

T he hand-blown glass sculptures used for the Sapphire Awards Trophy
are created by Nathan Nardi, a glass artist and sculptor based in Decatur,
Georgia. When originally commissioned in 2005, Nardi was a glassblowing
instructor at Jacksonville University.

www.floridabluefoundation.com
Florida Blue Foundation is a trade name of Blue Cross and Blue Shield of Florida Foundation,
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